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the story

One December night, almost two thousand years ago, a little
crippled boy named Amahl sat outside of the poor cottage
where he lived with his widowed mother.

His mother tries to make him come inside; but he pays no
attention to her. Finally he comes in and tells his mother of a
wonderful star burning brightly in the sky but she does not
believe it and thinks it only another fanciful tale.

In the middle of the night, three mysterious oriental kings and a
page stop at the cottage seeking shelter for the night. They
bear rich gifts which the mother hotices immediately. She
sends Amahl to summon the other shepherds to bring gifts and
dance for the kings.

After the shepherds have gone, all in the house go to sleep
except the mother. She decides to steal the gold to keep Amahl
from starving; but is caught by the page. Melchoir explains
what kind of child they are seeking, then the mother wishes she
could send a gift of her own. Amahl, in a burst of complete
unselfishness, offers to give his crutch to the child; and to the
incredulous joy of all he is miraculously cured of his lameness.

As the opera closes, Amahl’s pipe is heard in the distance as he
sturdily follows the three kings on the way to the child bearing
his crutch on his back.

the dance

This dance suggests the pagan theme of fertility to accompany
the gifts, being products of the harvest, which the shepherds
present to the kings. The dancers represent the figures of
nature; the soloist being the goddess of the land, who
triumphs over the death caused by adverse forces encompassing
the earth.




