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Named after the Wartburg Castle in Eisenach, Germany, Wartburg College 
traces its roots to 1852, when pastor Wilhelm Löhe of Neuendettelsau, Bavaria, 
sent Georg Grossmann and � ve students to found a teacher-training school for 
German immigrants in Saginaw, Mich. The college moved several times before 
establishing a permanent home in Waverly in 1935. 

A liberal arts college of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Wartburg 
is dedicated to challenging and nurturing students for lives of leadership and 
service as a spirited expression of their faith and learning. The college enrolls 
1,527 students, who come from 30 U.S. states and 55 countries.
 
Wartburg awards Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Music, and Bachelor of Music 
Education degrees. Its more than 50 academic majors include the state’s oldest 
undergraduate social work major and the only music therapy major offered by 
an Iowa private college. Beginning in 2018, Wartburg also will offer a Master’s 
in Music Therapy.
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