
Residency Requirement 

Living on campus is an important part of the Wartburg experience, offering countless 
opportunities for connection and growth. For this reason, all full-time students are required 
to live on campus and have a food plan, unless they’ve applied for and received approval to 
live off campus. Students who move off campus without prior approval will still be charged 
for a housing and food plan, even if they are not assigned a room. 

 

Break Housing 

We understand that some students may need to stay on campus during breaks, and we’re 
happy to provide that option. If you plan to stay during Semester Break, Winter Break, or 
Tour Week, simply register ahead of time. For most students, there’s no cost, but those who 
don’t meet the specific criteria will be charged $25 per day. Our goal is to ensure all 
students feel supported, even during breaks! You can find more details here: Break 
Housing Info. 

 

Housing Assignments 

When you sign up for housing, you’re reserving a space in one of our residence halls—not a 
specific room. Occasionally, circumstances may require adjustments to room 
assignments, and we’ll work closely with you to minimize any inconvenience. 

If you find yourself in a less-than-fully-occupied room, you’ll have two weeks to locate 
someone to join you, and our Residential Life team will assist you in that process. If no 
roommate is found, we’ll explore options together, such as moving to another room, 
transitioning to a single room rate, or having someone move into the open space.  

If you’re interested in changing rooms for any reason, please reach out to your Area 
Coordinator.  

 

Room Care and Damage 

We want you to feel at home while keeping your space in great shape for you and future 
students. While decorating is encouraged, we ask that you avoid making permanent 
changes like painting or drilling into walls. Please also leave any college furniture in your 
room and take good care of it during your stay. 

https://www.wartburg.edu/residential-life/#break
https://www.wartburg.edu/residential-life/#break


If any damage occurs to your room, common areas, or furnishings, Residential Life will 
assess the costs and let you know if any charges apply. For damages in shared spaces that 
can’t be linked to a specific person, charges may be shared among the floor or hall.  

If you lose your key, there’s a $200 charge to replace the key and re-core the lock, so we 
recommend keeping it safe. 

 

Protecting Your Belongings 

Your belongings are important, and we want you to feel secure on campus. While Wartburg 
takes many steps to provide a safe environment, the college can’t assume liability for 
personal property. We recommend considering personal property insurance to give you 
extra peace of mind. 

 

Privacy in Your Room 

Your room is your personal space, and we respect that! There are a few situations, though, 
where staff may need to enter, such as: 

1. If you invite us in or request maintenance. 

2. For scheduled safety or health inspections (we’ll always give at least 24 hours’ 
notice beforehand). 

3. In emergency situations or when there’s a safety concern. 

4. If there’s reasonable cause to believe college policies or laws are being violated. 

Our goal is to respect your privacy while ensuring the safety and wellbeing of everyone in 
the community. 

 

Dining Services 

Your food plan is designed to support you during the Fall, Winter, and May Term sessions. 
During breaks, food plans aren’t active, so if you plan to stay on campus, we recommend 
making arrangements for your meals. Need tips or ideas? We’re happy to help! 

 

Student Conduct 



We’re committed to creating a supportive and respectful campus community. As a 
Wartburg student, you’re expected to be familiar with the rules and policies outlined in the 
Student Handbook. These guidelines help ensure a positive experience for you and your 
peers. 

You’re responsible for your actions and those of your guests, as well as the impact they 
may have on others. If you have any questions or need clarification on any policies, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out—we’re here to help! 

Billing Statements, Payment, and Refunds 

Billing statements and payment information can be found at:  
https://www.wartburg.edu/business-office/#policies.  

We understand that unexpected situations can arise, and we want to support you. Prorated 
funds for housing and food plans may be issued in the following cases: 

• Extended Illness or Off-Campus Experiences – If you’re unable to use your food 
plan for five or more consecutive full days due to an extended illness or a class-
related off-campus experience where a dining option isn’t available, you may be 
eligible for a refund. A physician’s statement (for illness) or an advisor’s signature 
(for academic requests) must be submitted along with a meal waiver request to the 
Director of Dining and Retail Services. 

• Contract Termination – If you officially check out of your residence hall and cancel 
your food plan before 60% of the term is completed, housing and food plan charges 
will be pro-rated based on your check-out date. After 60% of the term, no refunds 
will be issued. 

 

Housing Contract & Termination 

When you accept housing at Wartburg, you’re entering into a contract for the academic 
year. This contract is binding and cannot be transferred or sold to another student. 
However, certain situations may allow for cancellation, including: 

• If you graduate 

• If you get married and move off campus 

• If you withdraw from the college (terminate your registration) 

In some cases, Wartburg may also terminate a housing contract, such as when: 

https://www.wartburg.edu/business-office/#policies


• A student violates college policies as outlined in the Student Handbook. 

• A student receives permission to move off campus and forfeits the equivalent of one 
month’s rent. 

• A student does not comply with the terms of their housing contract. 

Once you move into your assigned space, this contract becomes legally binding, even if you 
haven’t signed a physical copy, as long as the terms were communicated before move-in. 

 

 
 

 


